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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S MEETING WITH GREEK PRIME MINISTER: 

PRESS STATEMENT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT ISSUED EVENING MAY 31 
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BY WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY FOLLOWING MEETING BETWEEN 
PRESIDENT CARTER AND GREEK PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS 
MAY 31. 

BEGIN QUOTE: PRESIDENT CARTER AND GREEK PRIME MINISTER 
KARAMANLIS MET TODAY AT THE WHITE HOUSE FOR ONE HOUR TO 
DISCUSS THE ENTIRE RANGE OF ISSUES REGARDING GREEK-U.S. 
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RELATIONS, THE SITUATION IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN AND 
NATO. THE MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO LEADERS WAS WARM AND 
CORDIAL WITH THE PRESIDENT PRAISING THE RESTORATION OF 
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN GREECE UNDER THE PRIME MINISTER S 
LEADERSHIP. 

THE PRESIDENT EMPHASIZED THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF MAIN 
TAINING PEACE IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. IN THIS REGARD, 
HE STRESSED THE CONVICTION OF THE UNITED STATES THAT 
DISPUTES WHICH EXIST IN THE AREA BE SETTLED THROUGH PEACE- 
FUL PROCEDURES. THE PRESIDENT REITERATED THE DETERMINATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO MAKE A MAJOR EFFORT TO PREVENT ANY 
ACTION WHICH WOULD DISTURB PEACE IN THE AREA. THE 

PRESIDENT ALSO EXPRESSED HIS DEDICATION TO STRENGTHENED 
TIES WITH GREECE, AN OLD AND IMPORTANT ALLY. 

ALTHOUGH THEIR ASSESSMENT DIFFERED ON CERTAIN POINTS, THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER AGREED ON THE NECESSITY 
OF WORKING TOGETHER WITH A VIEW TO PROMOTING PEACE AND 
SECURITY IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. 

ALSO PRESENT FOR THE MEETING WERE GEORGE RAT, I IS. MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS; PETROS MOLYVIATIS, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S POLITICAL OFFICE; JOHN TZOUNIS, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL, FOREIGN OFFICE; MENELAOS ALEXANDRAKIS, 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 138798 

GREEK AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES; VICE PRESIDENT 
WALTER F. MONDALE; WARREN CHRISTOPHER, DEPUTY SECRETARY 
OF STATE; DAVID AARON, DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS; MATTHEW NIMETZ, COUNSELOR 
OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT; GEORGE VEST, ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS; AND PAUL HENZE, NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL STAFF MEMBER. END QUOTE. VANCE 
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